Imam’s Toolbox: Invocations for the End of Life

One false suspicion I had about being an imam before taking the job was that the brief and
comprehensive duaas of Allah’s Messenger €% as found in Hisnul-Muslim would be enough. In
many circumstances, due to the standard that other imams before us have set, congregations
expect us to make long duaas at a variety of occasions, from qunoot of witr to wedding blessings,
before death and upon burial. And I never would have expected how often, out of the blue,
people would come to me asking me to make duaa for someone, or requesting a special duaa or

even a session of duaa for someone.

And when attending interfaith events, I was always amazed at how Christian and Jewish clergy
would be able to invoke beautiful and befitting invocations at immediate request, whereas, before
similar events, I would often request to know exactly what I should prepare of formal words and

benedictions.

With all that in mind, I’ve prepared a few invocations that are good for frequent review and
pulling out for when the occasion calls. Sometimes the imam will only be informed at jumu'ah
time that there will be a janaazah immediately afterwards to his he must follow and “perform”.
Some of the duaas here are recognizable from the Sunnah, others are taken from the compilations
of imams while some still are just from my own self. So whatever of here that is right is from Allah

and whatever that is wrong is from my sinful self and shaytaan.

BEFORE DEATH:

When called to make invocations for those in their last days or moments, my routine is to begin by
reciting Surah al-Fatihah, seeking Allah’s blessings through it. | may also recite the end of al-
Mu’minoon or al-Hashr and the 3 Quls. Then I’ll recall the stages of the Hereafter, and make a special
duaa with each one. And then it is good to finish with a closing duaa from the Quran. | have gone
ahead and italicized words that should be changed during duaa to reflect the gender.

O Allah O Wahhaab keep his heart firm through his last moments and protect him from the

whispering and temptation and forms of the misleading devil.



O Allah make this brother of ours one whose soul is pulled easily and gently out of their body and
carried in the finest and most pleasant of capacities up through the heavens. O Allah make them
among those who the angels speak happily about and they are called by the best of the names they

were known by in this Dunya.
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O Allah make them among those whose burial is hastened towards goodness and reward.

ANYTIME BEFORE OR AFTER DEATH:

« Allah forgive this soul and have mercy upon Aim as heis coming to meet you

and those who have passed before Aim.
« Allah accept Aisshahadah and tawheed.

« Allah forgive Aim and pardon Aim his mistakes and sins and transgressions.

« Allah we ask You and beseech You humbly as your slaves who are poor weak
and 1n loss without Your Mercy and Grace and Favor, Turn to us and Turn to

your slave... And purify Aim of hAissins as You are the One Who Forgives.

« Allah pardon Azm his mistakes and You are the best of those who pardon and

forgive.

o Allah Ya Ghaafir-al-dhanb, Ya Ghafoor, Ya Raheem, Ya Ghaftaar, Ya Arham

al-Raahimeen, we call upon the One Who if our sins filed the earth and



reached the heavens those sins would not be too much for You to forgive,
pardon and overlook, nor would that forgiveness decrease Your kingdom. So
forgive our dear brotherin faith, pardon Azm his mishaps and overlook Ais

faults.

Allah we have no wali or wakeel besides You so forgive our brother and mercy

upon him.

Allah grant Aim firmness and the word of truth when responding to your

angelic servants in the grave.

Allah, show Aim his place in Paradise so that when Ae enters it after the Bridge,
it 1s as familiar to Azm as hishome in the dunya and O Allah close oft their place
in Hell so that Ae never sees it again and so that Ae becomes more hasty to the

Resurrection.

Allah protect Aim from the punishments of the grave

Allah, let Ais good deeds defend Azm and repel the torments of the grave.
Allah keep Aisbody and soul at rest and peace until Resurrection.

Allah let Ais deeds meet him in the best of forms and carrying Azm through the

trials of the Day of Resurrection.

Allah make A7m among those who are shaded by Your throne on the Day that
there 1s no shade but Yours, the Throne which shades the just, the lovers of
your houses of worship, the generous and charitable, the crying and penitent,
the chaste and God-fearing, those who love each other for Your sake and those

who grow up in Your worship.

Allah let your face shine on Aim in the Hereafter.



« Allah, make A7m among those whose account is light and easy and their

mistakes covered and erased.

« Allah Make their scale of good deeds heavy, and give Azm hisbook of deeds in

hisright hand and increase Aisjoy.

« Allah let Azm cross the bridge over hell with great speed and be saved from

falling in.

« Allah, grant Arim intercession on the Day of Resurrection and make Az among

those saved from the evil consequences of their deeds.

« Allah, make Aim among the first to enter Paradise and the first to be grateful for

Your supreme immeasurable gifts and mercy.

« Allah turn the hearts of Your slaves to forgiveness for Aim so that Ae has no

debts in the Hereafter.

« Allah grant Azm paradise and save Azm from the fire. O Allah raise Aislevels in

paradise.

« Allah, guide Aissurvivors to beautiful patience, and magnity their reward after

taking their kindred.

O Allah forgive our living and our
deceased, our present and our absent,
our young and our advanced, our males
and our females;

O Allah whoever among us you keep
living, then make them live upon Islam
and whoever among us whose soul You

take then take it upon faith.

J6 &b ol 25
Jﬂ#"l € & J2g 08
g s e s
b;m% 6;@:»3 L3 w@;

<..@.Ls\ 63 6,55

@ }/o/o



https://sunnah.com/urn/1315660

O Allah do not prevent us from his

reward nor let us stray after him.
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O Allah, so and so, son of so and so, is in Thy
protection and in Thy nearer presence, so guard him
from the trial in the grave and the punishment in Hell.
Thou art faithful and worthy of praise. O Allah, forgive
him and show him mercy. Thou art the forgiving and
the merciful one.
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https://sunnah.com/abudawud/21/113
https://sunnah.com/abudawud/21/113
https://sunnah.com/muslim/11/111
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https://sunnah.com/abudawud/21/114
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